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Apmutastigma manantiium, Hianglong, alt. 36800 m 200286 17
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Ponerorchis schlechteri PERNER & Y.B. LUO, nomen novuam
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Basionym is Orchis crenulata Schlechter, 1924, published in Fedde, F.: Repertitorium
Specierum Novarum Regni Vegetabilis. 19: 373, 1924; not Orchis crenulata J.E. Gilbert,
1792, published in Exertia Phytologia, vol. 2, 1792.

Synonyms are Ponerorchis crenulata (Schlechter) So6, 1966, published in Acta
Botanica Academiae Scientiarum Hungaricae 12: 353. 1966; and Chusua crenulata
(Schlechter) P.F. Hunt, 1972, published in Kew Bulletin 26: 171. 1972.

Plants collected 1910, under the number Forrest 5786, by George Forrest in the
‘Lijiang Range’; which refers to the Yulongxueshan, Lijiang, Northwest Yunnan, were used
by Schlechter as type material for his Orchis crenulata. We have examined herbarium
specimens of the original Forrest collection, No. 5786, deposited at the Herbarium,
Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Science, Beijing, and find them identical to plants
common on the Xueshanliang, i.e. the pass above Huanglong. Schlechter’s Orchis
crenulata is predated by Orchis crenulata Gilbert, 1792, a synonyrh of Orchis morio
Linnaeus, 1753, today classified as Anacamptis morio (Linnaeus) R.M. Bateman,
Pridgeon & M.W. Chase, 1997. No other validly published taxon for Schlechter's O.
crenulata could be traced and therefore we have to establish a new name for the species:
Ponerorchis schlechteri Perner & Y.B. Luo, commemorating Rudolf Schlechter, a German
botanist who dedicated a considerable amount of his work to the orchids of Southwest
China and has contributed lasting to the knowledge on the orchids of Huanglong. P.
schlechteri inhabits rocky alpine meadows on the Xueshanliang at altitudes between
3800-4000 m and can in places form small colonies. The plant usually reaches a height of
2.5-3 cm above the ground cover, the total height is 5.5-6 ¢cm. The two leaves are 2.5-3.5

cm long and the single flower dominating the entire plant has a diameter of 1.5-2.5 cm.

Flowering: June.
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Rudolf Schlechter in the herbarium of the Botanical
Museum,Berlin, 1909.

Photo courtesy Botanical Garden and Botanical
Museum, Berlin/Dahlem, Free University Berlin

Ponerorchis schlechteri, Huanglong,
alt. 3900 m, 2002.06.17
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Ponerorchis schlechteri, Huanglong, alt. 3890 m, 2005.06.14
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